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1 So in original. The words ‘‘or the Commission’’ probably 

should not appear. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 93–463, 
see section 418 of Pub. L. 93–463, set out as a note under 
section 2 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 120 days after Feb. 19, 1968, see sec-
tion 28 of Pub. L. 90–258, set out as an Effective Date of 
1968 Amendment note under section 2 of this title. 

§ 13c. Responsibility as principal; minor viola-
tions 

(a) Any person who commits, or who willfully 
aids, abets, counsels, commands, induces, or pro-
cures the commission of, a violation of any of 
the provisions of this chapter, or any of the 
rules; regulations, or orders issued pursuant to 
this chapter, or who acts in combination or con-
cert with any other person in any such viola-
tion, or who willfully causes an act to be done or 
omitted which if directly performed or omitted 
by him or another would be a violation of the 
provisions of this chapter or any of such rules, 
regulations, or orders may be held responsible 
for such violation as a principal. 

(b) Any person who, directly or indirectly, 
controls any person who has violated any provi-
sion of this chapter or any of the rules, regula-
tions, or orders issued pursuant to this chapter 
may be held liable for such violation in any ac-
tion brought by the Commission to the same ex-
tent as such controlled person. In such action, 
the Commission has the burden of proving that 
the controlling person did not act in good faith 
or knowingly induced, directly or indirectly, the 
act or acts constituting the violation. 

(c) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed 
as requiring the Commission or the Commis-
sion 1 to report minor violations of this chapter 
for prosecution, whenever it appears that the 
public interest does not require such action. 

(Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, § 13, as added Pub. L. 
90–258, § 26, Feb. 19, 1968, 82 Stat. 34; amended 
Pub. L. 93–463, title I, § 103(a), (b), Oct. 23, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1392; Pub. L. 97–444, title II, § 230, Jan. 11, 
1983, 96 Stat. 2319; Pub. L. 102–546, title IV, 
§ 402(1)(D), (9)(C), Oct. 28, 1992, 106 Stat. 3624, 
3625.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1992—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 102–546, § 402(9)(C), which di-
rected that ‘‘the Secretary of Agriculture or’’ be struck 
out, could not be executed because of amendment by 
Pub. L. 93–463, § 103(a). See 1974 Amendment note below. 

Pub. L. 102–546, § 402(1)(D), substituted ‘‘Commission’’ 
for ‘‘commission’’ before ‘‘to report’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 97–444, § 230(1), struck out 
‘‘in administrative proceedings under this chapter’’ 
after ‘‘may be held responsible’’. 

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 97–444, § 230(2), (3), added sub-
sec. (b) and redesignated former subsec. (b) as (c). 

1974—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 93–463, § 103(a), provided for 
substitution of ‘‘Commission’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Agri-
culture’’ except where such words would be stricken by 
section 103(b), which directed striking the words ‘‘the 
Secretary of Agriculture or’’ where they appeared in 
the phrase ‘‘the Secretary of Agriculture or the Com-
mission’’. Because the word ‘‘commission’’ was not cap-
italized in the text of this section, section 103(b) did not 
apply to this section and therefore section 103(a) was 

executed, resulting in the substitution of ‘‘the Commis-
sion or the commission’’ for ‘‘the Secretary of Agri-
culture or the commission’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1983 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 97–444 effective Jan. 11, 1983, 
see section 239 of Pub. L. 97–444, set out as a note under 
section 2 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1974 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 93–463, 
see section 418 of Pub. L. 93–463, set out as a note under 
section 2 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective 120 days after Feb. 19, 1968, see sec-
tion 28 of Pub. L. 90–258, set out as an Effective Date of 
1968 Amendment note under section 2 of this title. 

§ 14. Repealed. Pub. L. 99–641, title I, § 110(5), 
Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3561 

Section, act Sept. 21, 1922, ch. 369, § 11, 42 Stat. 1003, 
provided that violations of this chapter occurring be-
fore Nov. 1, 1922, should not be punishable. 

§ 15. Enforcement powers of Commission 

For the purpose of securing effective enforce-
ment of the provisions of this chapter, for the 
purpose of any investigation or proceeding 
under this chapter, and for the purpose of any 
action taken under section 16(f) of this title, any 
member of the Commission or any Administra-
tive Law Judge or other officer designated by 
the Commission (except as provided in the third 
sentence of this section) may administer oaths 
and affirmations, subpoena witnesses, compel 
their attendance, take evidence, and require the 
production of any books, papers, correspond-
ence, memoranda, or other records that the 
Commission deems relevant or material to the 
inquiry. The attendance of witnesses and the 
production of any such records may be required 
from any place in the United States, any State, 
or any foreign country or jurisdiction at any 
designated place of hearing. A subpoena issued 
under this section may be served upon any per-
son who is not to be found within the territorial 
jurisdiction of any court of the United States in 
such manner as the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure prescribe for service of process in a foreign 
country, except that a subpoena to be served on 
a person who is not to be found within the terri-
torial jurisdiction of any court of the United 
States may be issued only on the prior approval 
of the Commission. In case of contumacy by, or 
refusal to obey a subpoena issued to, any person, 
the Commission may invoke the aid of any court 
of the United States within the jurisdiction in 
which the investigation or proceeding is con-
ducted, or where such person resides or trans-
acts business, in requiring the attendance and 
testimony of witnesses and the production of 
books, papers, correspondence, memoranda, and 
other records. Such court may issue an order re-
quiring such person to appear before the Com-
mission or member or Administrative Law 
Judge or other officer designated by the Com-
mission, there to produce records, if so ordered, 
or to give testimony touching the matter under 
investigation or in question. Any failure to obey 
such order of the court may be punished by the 
court as a contempt thereof. All process in any 
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